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Or it’s something that you clearly have no
interest in. I think you could do it, but
you’ve got no interest. Now let’s help you
get in a place where you can really be ful-
filled and be, in our context, serving Christ
and serving others by using your gifts. And
let’s deploy you rightly. . . .’ But also as a
pastor, and a pastor who believes that the
Bible is God’s word written, there’s often the
responsibility of confronting—hopefully
gently, lovingly but firmly—someone who’s
simply wanting to go along and be part of
the family of Christ and yet wanting to live
way outside clear teaching of God’s word.
And that doesn’t mean on secondary and ter-
tiary issues, but on things where the Bible is
clear, where Christians have always every-
where believed these things.

You have to be able to go in love and say:
“Look, I love you too much to watch you on
a destructive course. And this isn’t an option
for you. How can I help you get out of this
thing? And I'm willing to walk with you or
we’ll find somebody who will walk with
you.”

And again, I think too often as pastors we
want so much for everybody to like us and
for the numbers to keep increasing and for
the money to keep coming in, and so we
don’t want to say the hard things. We say
hard things that we know everybody agrees
with. . . . We preach to the choir and they
(say) ‘“‘Oh yeah, go get ’em.” And I don’t
want to preach to the people that are out
there; I want to preach to the people that are
here by preaching first to my own heart,
confronting my own idols, my own demons,
my own brokenness.”

WE MUST FIGHT THE PRESI-
DENT’S UNILATERAL AMNESTY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 13, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, we must
fight to defund and reverse the president’s uni-
lateral amnesty.

Last summer, our nation experienced the
consequences of the president’s refusal to en-
force the law. His unilateral actions enticed
tens of thousands to unlawfully enter the
country. According to the statistics, a vast ma-
jority of them remain in the U.S. today.

The president is now going around the leg-
islative process again to grant amnesty to mil-
lions more. He wants hard-working American
taxpayers to fund this disastrous plan. My con-
stituents will not stand for it.

The president’s unilateral amnesty must be
completely defunded. Americans’ tax dollars
should be used to secure the border and keep
this nation safe—not to reward those who
have broken the law.

——————

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 12, 2015
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in

strong support of H.R. 33, the “Protecting Vol-
unteer Firefighters and Emergency Respond-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ers Act,” which clarifies that volunteer fire-
fighters and first responders are not to be
counted towards an employer’s calculation of
its full-time employees for the purposes of de-
termining if the employer falls under the ACA’s
employer responsibility requirement.

| support this bill because it protects fire de-
partments from being required to pay for the
insurance of their volunteers.

If they were required to pay, it is likely that
many fire companies would be forced out of
business.

This bill is identical to H.R. 3979, reported
in the 113th Congress by the Ways and
Means Committee by a 37-0 vote, and
passed on the House floor by a bipartisan
410-0 vote.

The only reason this bill was never deliv-
ered to the President’s desk was that the Sen-
ate ran out of time in their effort to pass the
FY 2015 National Defense Authorization Act,
preventing the Federal government from shut-
ting down.

Within the state of Texas, nearly 85% of fire
departments are operated entirely on a volun-
teer or mostly basis.

Failure to pass this bill would mean dire
consequences for the future of these volunteer
fire departments.

As this bill was passed unanimously in the
previous House, | see no reason why it should
not do the same in this one.

| ask that my colleagues to join me in pro-
tecting our nation’s fire departments by voting
for the passage of this bill.

—————

IN HONOR OF THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VOICES FOR CHILDREN

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 13, 2015

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Voices for Children for their outstanding
commitment and dedication to foster youth in
San Diego.

This year, Voices for Children will celebrate
its 35th year of operation since its founding in
San Diego County. There are 5,100 children
and youth living in the San Diego County fos-
ter care system. Voices for Children is fighting
to ensure those children are placed in a safe
and permanent home. Voices for Children re-
cruits, trains, and supervises 1,400 Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate volunteers (CASAS)
each year. CASAs are exemplary role models
and volunteer mentors for the abused, ne-
glected, and abandoned children and youth in
San Diego’s foster care system. These volun-
teers advocate for the best interests of foster
children, provide vital information to judges in
Juvenile Court and speak up for San Diego’s
foster youth in courts, schools, and the com-
munity.

| commend Voices for Children for their con-
tributions and ongoing dedication to providing
safe and permanent homes for every child in
foster care, as well as, their commitment to
changing the lives of thousands of abused,
neglected, or abandoned children in foster
care.

January 13, 2015

SAYING GOOD-BYE TO AMBAS-
SADOR ABDALLAH BAALI OF
THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC RE-
PUBLIC OF ALGERIA

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 13, 2015

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | say good-bye to a distin-
guished member of the Washington diplomatic
corps—His Excellency Abdallah Baali of the
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria. Dur-
ing his six years in Washington, Ambassador
Baali has made a tremendous effort to engage
with Congress and strengthen the U.S.-Algeria
bilateral relationship. A man of calm demeanor
and wise insights, the ambassador not only
represented his government with honor and
great ability, he worked hard to educate and
inform Congress about Algeria’s important role
in the Maghreb-Sahel region, as well as the
economic, human rights, and democratic
progress being made by his country.

During the 113th Congress it was my honor
to serve as the Democratic co-chair of the
Congressional Algeria Caucus, along with my
Wisconsin colleague Representative SEAN
DUFFY. The work of Ambassador Baali and his
staff was critical to re-establishing the caucus
and | am deeply grateful for all of his efforts.

During his visits to my office | listened to
Ambassador Baali’'s words closely as we dis-
cussed the relationship between our two na-
tions and the need for a partnership in the
Maghreb-Sahel region to combat extremism,
promote security, and guarantee self-deter-
mination and freedom for the people of the
Western Sahara. Algeria’s role in regional se-
curity is critical and | greatly appreciated Am-
bassador Baali’'s wise counsel and valuable in-
sights.

| wish to thank President Bouteflika and the
people of Algeria for sending my nation such
a capable, professional, and trusted diplomat.
Ambassador Baali shall always be welcome in
my office and | wish him much success and
happiness as he returns home to Algeria.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. LEE ROY
“TEX” KEITH

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 13, 2015

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
posthumously honor Mr. Lee Roy “Tex” Keith,
who passed away December 23, 2014 at the
age of 96, leaving behind a proud legacy.

In 2010, it was my privilege to present the
26th District of Texas Congressional Veteran
Commendation to Lee Roy Keith. He honor-
ably served our nation as a Marine aviator in
World War 1l and the Korean War. Keith
began pilot training in January 1943 and was
commissioned as a captain serving at El Toro,
CA where he flew military combat supplies to
the Pacific. His Okinawan deployment involved
evacuation of casualties from Japanese
beaches and reconnaissance missions fol-
lowing the two atomic bombings. After assign-
ment in Hawaii, he returned stateside and was
released from active duty on October 30,
1946.
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